
If medical problems have caused you to be rejected for health insurance, 
the Washington State Health Insurance Pool (WSHIP) may be your answer.  

If a health carrier rejects you 

Are you eligible? 

Health carriers can reject applicants for 
individual coverage based on their responses 
to the Standard Health Questionnaire.  
Medicare supplement carriers can reject, limit 
coverage, or increase premiums based upon 
an applicant’s health history if the application 
is received outside of open enrollment 
periods.  

You must be a resident of Washington 
state.  

 
You must have been rejected for coverage 

by a health carrier based upon the results 
of the Standard Health Questionnaire or 
live in a county where individual benefit 
plans are not offered (non-Medicare). 

 
Medicare applicants must be enrolled in 

Medicare Parts A and B and not have a 
“ reasonab le  cho ice”  o f  Med icare 
Advantage Plans (as defined by law).  A 
list of counties with reasonable choice is 
available by calling WSHIP or visiting our 
website.  Additional  requirements apply. 

The Washington State Health Insurance Pool 
(WSHIP) is an independent, non-profit health 
plan created by the Washington State 
Legislature.  WSHIP offers individual health 
insurance coverage to state residents 
rejected for coverage for medical reasons.   

WSHIP can offer you coverage 

For information call  

 1-800-877-5187 or visit our 

website at www.wship.org 
 

You must apply within 90 days of your 
rejection notice from the health carrier. 

WSHIP offers six benefit plans: 
Preferred Provider Plan 
A comprehensive plan with deductible options 
of $500, $1,000, $2,500 or $5,000.  You pay 
20% coinsurance for services provided by 
network providers, and specified copays for 
prescription drugs. 
 

HSA Qualified Preferred Provider Plan  
A comprehensive High Deductible Health Plan 
(HDHP) that can be used with a federally 
qualified Health Savings Account (HSA).  It 
has a combined medical and prescription 
drug deductible of $3,000.  You pay 20% 
coinsurance for services provided by network 
providers, and 20% for prescription drugs.  
 

Limited Preferred Provider Plan “A”  
A less comprehensive plan with a $1,500 
deductible. You pay 20% coinsurance for 
services provided by network providers, and 
specified copays for prescription drugs.  This 
p lan pays a maximum of  $3,000 for 
prescription drugs per calendar year.   
 

Limited Preferred Provider Plan “B”  
Similar to Plan “A” but has no maternity 
coverage and a $2,000 benefit maximum for 
prescription drugs per calendar year.  
 

Standard Plan  
A comprehensive plan with deductible options 
of $500, $1,000 or $1,500.  You pay 20% 
coinsurance for services provided by network 
and non-network providers, and specified 
copays for prescription drugs.   
 

Medicare Basic Plan 
Supplements your Medicare Parts A and B 
benefits, as well as providing additional 
benefits for some services not covered by 
Medicare. This plan does not provide 
prescription drug coverage. 

Pre-existing conditions 
All WSHIP plans have a six-month waiting 
period for pre-existing conditions; the waiting 
period may be credited or waived based on 
your prior health care coverage, subject to our 
approval.  

Network Providers:  WSHIP contracts with a 
network of medical providers and pharmacies.  
Using these providers reduces your costs. 



Washington State Health Insurance Pool 
Administered by Benefit Management Inc., (BMI) 

PO Box 1090, Great Bend, KS  67530 
 

05-2011 

Have you been turned 
down for health 

insurance coverage? 
 

How do I apply? 
A non-profit health plan providing health 

insurance to Washington residents denied 
individual coverage or unable to obtain 
comprehensive coverage. 

 
Six benefit plans to choose from. 
 
Created by the Legislature and overseen 

by a Board of Directors that represents 
consumers, health care providers, insurers 
and others  dedicated to  prov id ing 
comprehensive health care coverage. 

 

Premiums  
State law requires WSHIP premiums to be 
110% to 150% of the average of what the 
largest carriers in the state charge for their 
individual plans with benefits similar to 
WSHIP.   
 

Health carriers pay assessments 
Premiums only cover about one third of the 
cost  of  provid ing coverage to WSHIP 
enrollees.  Health carriers pay the remaining 
costs.  WSHIP is not state-funded. 

How much does WSHIP cost? 

Agent Directory 
If you do not have an insurance agent and 
would like assistance from an agent with the 
application process, we can provide you with 
a list of agents who are familiar with WSHIP.  
Call us or visit our website for a copy of our 
Agent Directory.   

Call us or visit our website for an application 
and enrollment information.  You must apply 
within 90 days of your rejection letter.  

For more information call  
1-800-877-5187 

or  
visit our website at 

www.wship.org 

WSHIP may be your answer 
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